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In its almost 100 year history, NPS has evolved from a single engineering department at the US 
Naval Academy into the Nation’s premier defense-oriented research university. NPS provides 
the DOD with an effective, diverse, and sustainable educational institution that supports 
current and future readiness, advances in technology, and the educational programs that 
facilitate getting our superior technology into the hands of the warfighter. 
 
Generations of Navy leaders have provided the Nation with a university that is ideally suited to 
support our efforts in waging a global war on terrorism and the Department’s technical 
transformation. 
 
As an institution chartered to concentrate on technology and technologically oriented areas of 
discovery, the Naval Postgraduate School has operated for almost a century with clearly 
defined visions and missions; always adapting to meet new security challenges.  NPS has an 
excellent and diverse student body; a first-rate faculty, many members of which are nationally 
and internationally recognized as leaders in their academic fields and in defense applications; 
secure facilities and an ability to conduct classified research; educational, research, and service 
missions that are tightly focused on military and national security issues; and the ability to 
provide graduates, expertise, and knowledge that make fundamental contributions to solving 
our nation’s national and international security problems. No other institution of higher 
education in the country has made such a tightly focused commitment to national defense and 
homeland security. 
 
NPS is rated as the DOD’s highest military value educational institution. The Technical Joint 
Cross Service Group (TJCSG) computed Military Value Scores for more than 200 technical 
facilities. NPS was one of only five facilities that received a military value score for each of the 
13 research technical areas considered by the TJCSG. The other four were: Wright-Patterson 
AFB, NAS Patuxent River, Naval Research Laboratory, and White Sands Missile Range. This 
points out the breadth of the research undertaken at NPS and the clear focus on areas of 
primary importance to DOD and the warfighter. The TJCSG also identified 17 technological 
areas as having “significant importance to future warfighting capabilities.” NPS faculty and 
students are involved in various research projects that support all 17 technologies.  It is worth 
noting that the TJCSG evaluated technical facilities across 13 different technical areas and in 
three functional areas: Research, Development and Acquisition, and Test and Evaluation. NPS 
received the highest military value rating of all facilities in “Battlespace Environments, D&A. 
 
Another critical NPS contribution is the enormous impact of having nearly three hundred allied 
and international officers spending 18-24 months living, learning and discovering side by side 
with Navy, Marine, Army and Air Force officers how to conceptualize, analyze, and solve the 
global challenges that we all face in the 21st century.  The mutual understanding, trust, and 
good will that result from intensive interactions across this ‘global village’ of future military 
leaders may in fact contribute as much to international peace and harmony as does their formal 
education. As future military operations become increasingly more joint and international, it is 
imperative that our officers understand, appreciate, and interact with their foreign 
counterparts with the sensitivity, intelligence, and grace that can only come from sustained 
experience with our international allies and partners.  NPS provides an ideal environment for 
those relationships to flourish; its close proximity to the Defense Language Institute and other 
partners in Northern California enriches the learning experiences for all its students. 
 
The NPS has reached out to partner with many institutions in order to strengthen its programs 
and improve its support for national security and defense. An NPS, University of California, 
Santa Barbara (UCSB) collaboration greatly enhances the support and capabilities of all US 
military commands and warfighters: UCSB world-class semiconductor and nano-fabrication 
facilities and the operational experience of NPS faculty and students are coming together to 
develop new sensors, secure integrated circuits, electro-optical components and materials for 
specific military applications. A long-standing relationship with the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL) has been facilitated by the NPS location in Monterey, California. For 
more than ten years, individual faculty members and researchers have been collaborating on 
research projects, sensitive and classified workshops and the graduate education of NPS and UC 
students. These projects span many areas of science, technology and policy that are critical to 
National Security. The current list includes, Homeland Security, Energetic Materials, Space 
Operations and Systems, Information Operations, National Security/Counter- Proliferation 
(CAPS), Global Security, Modeling, Simulation & Analysis, Defense Field Experimentation and 
Exercises, C4ISR, Laser Weapons and Communications, Sensors and UAVs and Meteorology and 
Oceanography. This month, we are signing a Memorandum of Understanding to create a joint 
Institute for National Security, Science and Technology with NPS and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. 
 
There is a perception that the NPS offers masters degrees in engineering, science, business, 
public policy and security studies that are also offered at many of our best civilian universities. 
This is simply not the case.  The NPS programs are highly specialized national security education 
programs that include: 
 
• traditional masters level courses found at civilian universities  
• coursework, that has a DOD or national security content not offered at civilian 
universities 
• courses that are intensely DOD centric that satisfy special DOD requirements, outside of 
the masters degree requirements, that cannot be found elsewhere in the US 
• thesis research projects that are in direct support of the nation's warfighters and 
national security requirements that would not be available at civilian universities 
 
NPS is a professionally-oriented, graduate research university that, like other research 
universities, creates new knowledge, synthesizes new and existing knowledge, and transmits 
the knowledge through publication and the education of graduate students. NPS unique role is 
that defense and national security constitute its knowledge base: it is the only research 
university with this clear focus on defense and national security. The unique synergy provided 
by bringing operationally experienced officer-students together with nationally ranked, 
seasoned, defense-oriented faculty is an essential step in forming the military forces of the 21st 
century. 
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